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Letter from 
the Editors  
A big big thank you! 
Thank you for reading the holiday 
edition of our student newsletter. 

The Feather is a publication created 
by the Writer’s Craft class for 
students, by students.  

On behalf of my class, I would like to thank everyone for reading our holiday newsletter and for 
contributing generously to our nonperishable goods drive for the Orangeville Food Bank. Many local 
families are going to have a better holiday season this year to our Writer’s Craft class and our gracious 
school community.  

We wish our Hill family all the best for the holiday season and for 2021!  

Sincerely, 

Ms. Campagna  
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The Top 10 Christmas Songs of All Time 
By: Sam MacDonald 

 

Everybody who celebrates Christmas has probably 
heard Christmas music before, and whether they 
enjoy the holiday tunes or not,they are almost 
always playing during the month of December. 
Many people love it when they start to hear the 
classic Christmas hits like “Jingle Bell Rock” and all 
“I Want For Christmas,” so I have decided to put 
together a master list of the top Christmas songs of 
all time, according to dozens of top 10 lists all over 
the internet. 
 
10. "Christmas All Over Again" – Tom Petty and the 
Heartbreakers 
Tom petty’s up-beat Christmas song is a great way 
to kick off this list letting people know that it’s 
Christmas all over again.   
 
9. "Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree" – Brenda 
Lee 
Brenda Lee was only 13 years old when this classic 
was recorded and if you ask anyone who celebrates 
Christmas if they know this song, the answer will 
definitely be yes.   
 
8. "White Christmas" – Bing Crosby 
According to some sources, this is the best-selling 
song of all time and we can definitely see why as 

this hit definitely gets everyone in the mood for 
Christmas.  
 
7. "Jingle Bell Rock" – Bobby Helms 
This song is sung by almost everyone come the 
holiday season, no surprise that it makes this list.  
 
6. "Christmas (Baby Please Come Home)" – Darlene 
Love 
If you don’t know this song by name you’ll 
definitely know it if you hear it, just turn on any 
Christmas radio station to hear this bop! 
 
5. "Holly Jolly Christmas" – Michael Bublé 
Michael bublé definitely deserves to be on this list, 
this song is a favorite for many.  
 
4. "Santa Claus is Coming to Town" – Bruce 
Springsteen 
This song speaks for itself, as almost everyone’s 
childhood involved singing this song at school 
holiday assemblies.   
 
3.  "A Charlie Brown Christmas" soundtrack – Vince 
Guaraldi Trio 
From one of the most famous cartoons of all time 
this soundtrack had to make this list, who doesn’t 
love Charlie Brown?   
 
2. "The Christmas Song (Chestnuts Roasting on an 
Open Fire)" – Nat King Cole 
If this doesn’t say Christmas, I’m not sure what 
does. When I think back over past Christmases, this 
song is always playing during the best memories.  
 
1. "All I Want for Christmas is You" – Mariah Carey 
It’s hard to beat Mariah Carey’s Christmas classic; it 
is definitely one of the most known songs of all time 
and I have yet to find someone who doesn’t like it. 
This song definitely deserves the #1 spot.  
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Probability Games Fair Showcases Student Talent 
By: Connor Pearce 

 
Ms Bruzzese’s grade 12 Data Management class created 
probability casino games for their Unit 4 test final. This 
event was held on December 8th in the Upper Flex area of 
the main building.  
 
The turnout was great with students from all over grade 12 
stopping by to play the games the students created. 
According to Emily Keegan, a student in Ms. Bruzzese’s 
class, “The turnout was amazing. It was so nice to see the 
teachers and students come play the games we worked so 
hard creating. I got a chance to go play everyone's game 
and everyone did such an amazing job, and everyone's 
game was unique and different.”  
 
This event was definitely a hit for the students; there was so 
much excitement around Upper Flex; it was awesome to 
see. Hopefully in the future there will be another event like 
this one.  
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The Hill Saves Christmas 
By: Emily Keegan  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With COVID-19 bringing a halt to the travel plans of snowbirds and Christmas vacation plans, an                               
increase of demand has occurred for Christmas trees. The problem has gotten worse as there has                               
been a shortage of Christmas tree farms, which has been causing many families to have a hard time                                   
finding a Christmas tree this year. The Hill Academy is lucky enough to have their own Christmas trees                                   
right beside the sports field!  
 
The Hill Academy PG class, run by Mr. Petterson, organized a sale of                         
Christmas trees where they hand cut the fir trees and sold them for                         
$50 each. The sales just ended last week, and all the money went                         
towards a charity the PG Leadership class chose to support, which is                       
the Native Women's Association of Canada.  

 
It was a great initiative to sell trees to the Hill families, but it also                             
served another purpose; as Mr.Petterson said, “The area where the                   
trees were being removed from is going to be used to develop future                         
Hill Academy facilities.”  

 
A special thanks goes out to the families that supported the initiative,                       
the PG students who cut down the trees, and Mr. Petterson for                       
organizing the event, which made the Christmas tree drive a great success. 
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First Canned Food Drive A Great Success 
By: Brenden Boyle 

 
This winter the Grade 12/PG Writer’s Craft class 
decided that we wanted to give back to the 
community and finish off our holidays on a good 
note.  
 
The class organized a canned food drive, with all of 
the proceeds going to the Orangeville Food Bank.  
 
As a class, we decorated the school with festive signs 
and donation boxes to help spread the word of giving.  
 
We collected enough nonperishable food items, 
hygiene products, and cash donations to fill two 
carts, outgrow several boxes, and to make a great 
impact on the local community for those in need this 
holiday season. 
 
We are very grateful and proud of the Hill Community 
for helping to give back this winter. Thank you again 
to everyone who brought in donations!  
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From California To Canada 
By: Jack Galbraith 

 

I step out of the Toronto-Pearson airport and 
adjust my uncomfortable, white polo shirt. The 
duffle bag carrying nearly all of my possessions 
slides from my fatigued shoulder and falls to 
the ground, making a satisfying thud. In 
addition to a long flight, the five hours I spent 
in customs are visible underneath my eyes, 
and I am so hungry it feels like someone is 
cramming a dull knife between my ribs (I have 
not eaten since the night before).  
 

Mrs. Tory Merrill’s black sedan smells like 
pizza; in fact, I can see the pizza in the front 
seat, taunting me. It knows I cannot eat it 
because of COVID. I try to place my thoughts 
elsewhere, which is not hard, considering I am 
in an entirely new country. My eyes flit from 
left to right, gorging themselves on passing 
structures and landscapes. Eventually, my 
gaze fixates on the car’s speedometer, and I 
notice the needle looming over the number 
100. My gosh! We are moving. Oh, wait. 
Kilometers. Right. Seconds later, I peruse the 
navigation system in an attempt to entertain 
myself, and vastly misinterpret the remaining 
distance of our drive, once again falling victim 
to the switch from the empirical to the metric 
system. 
Over the next four months I spent in Canada, 
my roommate, Aidan Fearn, pointed out to me 
the colloquialisms and features that 
differentiate me from typical Canadian 
teenagers; I am still not sure if he knows how 
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much more different things appear from my 
perspective. I thought A&W was just a root 
beer. What is so special about Tim Hortons? 
No, of course I have never played hockey 
before. Who is Terry Fox? Do I really need to 
buy a jacket for the winter? I can earn an “A” in 
a class with only an 80% mark?   

As a person who grew up solely drinking A&W, 
frequenting Starbucks instead of Tim Hortons, 

playing soccer and football, idolizing Marcus 
Luttrell, wearing shorts and perhaps a 
long-sleeved shirt during the winter, and 
celebrating scores above 90%, living in Canada 
has shown me the vast cultural differences 
that separate nations that share even a border 
and an official language. Though I have since 
returned to California for the holidays, I am 
excited to continue my adventures in Canada 
come January. Until then, I should probably 
get to purchasing that jacket. 

Best Gifts for the Holiday Season 
By: Jack Budway 

 
Picking out presents to buy for your family and 
friends is tough. With all those options out there, 
we have narrowed it down to the top five gifts of 
the season for student athletes. 

1. Ps5 or Xbox Series X - Home video game 
console 

2. Iphone 12 - Touchscreen smartphone 
3. New sports equipment - Lacrosse or 

hockey stick 
4. Clothes - Check out The Hill Academy website for new clothes  
5. Electronic Accessories - Phone chargers, headphones, etc. 

 

Teacher’s Holiday Wishlist  
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By: Ethan Corby 
 

Mr. Beasley hopes he will  find a Dyson 
vacuum under his tree this Christmas. 
 
Mr. Hossack is wishing for a compound 
miter saw this holiday. 
 
Ms. Bush would like to find a Tim Hortons 
mug in her stocking. 
 
 

Ms. Bruzzese wants her students to do their homework this Christmas. 
 
Ms. Campagna is hoping Santa will bring her a new lens for her camera. 
 
Ms. Languay is wishing for COVID to end this Christmas so she can see her family. 

 

Holiday Door Decorating Contest 
By: Ryan Brooks 

 
This year, the PG Leadership class decided to put on a school 
wide classroom door decorating contest during fourth period to 
test the level of holiday spirit at The Hill Academy.  
 
There were an abundance of submissions, and it was very 
difficult to choose a single winner, so the Leadership class 
picked the top three winners instead.  
 
Ms. Bruzzese’s senior school class made a lovely Grinch themed 
door with a hand-drawn Grinch stealing a Christmas tree. Ms. 
Languay’s senior school class made an amazing 
three-dimensional fireplace and chimney. Ms. Vergara’s  junior 
school class made a lovely dabbing reindeer and mini snowmen 
with the students’ faces represented on each one.  
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Justin Lee, a student in Ms. Bruzzese’s fourth period class, said “It was a great bonding experience 
with my classmates. We went with the Grinch as it is the favourite movie of a large number of students 
in our class.”  
 
It is clear that this 
holiday season, even 
a small event like a 
door decorating 
contest can bring you 
closer with your 
peers and 
classmates. 

 
 

Holiday 
Recipes to Try Out this Season 

By: Holden Deck 
 

Every year millions of people around the world celebrate the holidays with a large feast that brings 
families and friends together. Known best for this is the classic turkey and mashed potatoes. In light of 
this extraordinary meal we want to give you some other options to make during the holiday season. 
So here are the top four recipes for the holiday season. 
 
Hot Cranberry Apple Cider  
Ingredients:  
2 qts/L apple cider 
1 1/2 qts/L cranberry juice (not 
cocktail, no sugar added) 
1/4 cup (50 mL) packed brown sugar 
4 sticks cinnamon 
1 1/2 tsp (7 mL) whole cloves 
1 orange, thinly sliced 
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Instructions: Mix all ingredients. Heat to boiling. Reduce heat; simmer uncovered 15 minutes. Strain. 
Pour into stemmed mugs. 

 
Sauteed Brussel Sprouts with Dried Walnuts and Cherries 
Ingredients:  
2 1/2 lb (1.2 kg) fresh Brussels sprouts, rinsed, trimmed 
3 tablespoon (45 mL) butter 
3/4 teaspoon (3 mL) salt 
1/2 teaspoon (2 mL) pepper 
3/4 cup (175 mL) coarsely chopped toasted walnuts 
2/3 cup (150 mL) coarsely chopped dried cherries 
 
Instructions: In a 12-inch skillet, heat butter over medium-high heat. Add 
Brussels sprouts, salt and pepper; cook and stir 10 to 12 minutes or until 
sprouts are crisp-tender. Add walnuts and dried cherries; cook and stir for 
1 minute. 

 
 
 
 
 
Golden Pecan Pie 
Ingredients:  
1/2 pkg Pillsbury* Refrigerated Pie Crusts (1 
crust) 
1/3 cup (75 mL) packed brown sugar 
1 1/2 tsp (7 mL) flour 
1 1/4 cups (300 mL) light corn syrup 
1 1/4 tsp (6 mL) vanilla 
3 eggs 
1 1/2 cups (375 mL) pecan halves 
2 tbsp (25 mL) butter or margarine, melted 
 
Instructions:  Heat oven to 375°F. Prepare pie crust according to package directions for One Crust Pie 
using 9" (23 cm) pie plate. In a large bowl, mix brown sugar, flour, corn syrup, vanilla and eggs until 
well blended. Stir in pecans and butter. Pour into a crust lined pan. Bake for 40 to 50 minutes or until 
the filling is puffed and pie is golden brown. Cool completely, about 2 hours. Store in the refrigerator. 
 
Tarragon Crusted Roast Beef 
Ingredients:  
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1 boneless beef top round roast (3 to 4 lb/1.5 to 2 kg) 
 2 tsp (10 mL) salt 
1 tsp (5 mL) freshly ground pepper 
6 cloves garlic finely chopped 
2 tbsp (30 mL) dried tarragon leaves 
2 tbsp (30 mL) olive oil 
Fresh tarragon sprigs, if desired 
 

Instructions: Heat oven to 450ºF. Spray shallow roasting pan with cooking spray; place beef in pan. In 
a small bowl, mix salt, pepper, garlic, dried tarragon and oil. Rub mixture on all sides of beef. Bake 
uncovered for 15 minutes. Reduce oven temperature to 350ºF. Bake 30 to 40 minutes longer or until of 
desired doneness. Cover; let stand 15 minutes before slicing. Garnish with tarragon sprigs. 

***All recipes are from https://www.lifemadedelicious.ca/collections/top10/t/top-10-holiday-recipes 
*** 
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